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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Wheeler Invention Convention 
 Wheeler’s Annual Invention Convention was 
held on March 13th. Each year all fourth grad-
ers at Wheeler are taught the process of in-
venting. Students think of an everyday problem 
or “something that bugs them.” These young 
inventors then brainstorm multiple ways to 
solve the problem. The solution becomes the 
invention. This program promotes problem solv-
ing, creativity, and other critical thinking skills. 
Students present their inventions (or improve-
ments to items that already exist) in a science 
fair format. Several students are selected to 
represent the school at the state-wide Connecti-
cut Invention Convention (CIC) at the University 
of Connecticut, with students in grades K-8 
from over 100 schools in Connecticut. This year 
the CIC will be held on May 3rd.  

MSP Basketball for Charity 
MSP will hold its 7th annual Students Vs. Staff 
charity basketball game on April 11. Over the 
past 6 years, the Middle School has raised over 
$14,300 for various charities including the Petit 
Family Foundation, Make-A-Wish, and Sheets 
From Home, which benefits children with can-
cer, and more. This year the students in the 
Friends of Rachel (FOR) club at the Middle 
School in support of Rachel’s Challenge, have 
chosen a charity titled Stand Up For Kids which 
benefits homeless children. 
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MSP Students Enjoy Visit from 
“Recreational Musher” 
 As part of the sixth grade study of the Iditarod 
and sled dogs, MSP students and staff recent-
ly enjoyed a visit from Plainville resident Joan 
Kaczmarczyk of the Moondance Huskies Sled 
Dog Team, and her sled dog, Lilly. Ms. Kacz-
marczyk, a recreational “musher” has been in-
volved with racing since 1992. She adopts res-
cue dogs from the Fairbanks, Alaska Animal 
Shelter through the Second Chance League, an 
organization that works specifically to re-home 
sled dogs from the shelter. Kaczmarczyk made 
a series of presentations to the sixth graders, 
and together with Lilly, a sled, and  racing 
equipment, demonstrated the mechanics of sled 
dog racing. Students were able to visit with Lilly 
and explore the equipment. The MSP commu-
nity raised $400 to support the Second Chance 
League.  

PHS Faculty Member on the Move! 
PHS faculty member Maria Colangelo recent-
ly attended the 8th annual World Language 
Conference at Central Connecticut State Univer-
sity entitled "Teaching World Language Today: 
Skills, Resources and Methodology." Colangelo 
took part in a roundtable discussion sponsored 
by the Connecticut Italian Teachers Association 
(CITA), of which she is a member. The round 
table discussion allowed Italian teachers from 
across the state to share ideas regarding the 
promotion of the Italian language and culture in 
high schools across the state. On March 17th 
she served as a judge at the 33rd annual Con-
necticut Council of Language Teacher's Poetry 
Recitation Contest on the campus of CCSU.    

DID YOU KNOW? 
PHS staff members Pam Gervasio, Jim Batt 
and Maria Colangelo, together with PHS stu-
dents Kaitlyn Bernier, Nicholas Rodriguez, 
Maria Mlynarska, and Adam Hushin recently 
attended the CT Forum presentation at the 
Bushnell entitled, "An Honest Look At Mental 
Illness." The Connecticut Forum described the 
event as “a conversation about perceptions, re-
alities and what it's like to work and live with the 
stigma of mental illness.”  


